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PART III. 



CHAPTER I. 

^ STATE OF THE COUNTRY. 

ARRIVAL OP BISIIOP DE PONTBRIAND. 

(INTRODUCTORY.) 

1739 - 1741 . 

“ The history of the Ursulines of Quebec, 
it has been remarked, is intimately con- 
nected with the history of Canada/’ 

This fact, which has already obliged us 
to depict other scenes than those of every- 
day-life in the cloister, invites us again, 
at this epoch, to cast a glance upon the 
state of the country at large. It will he 
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a rapid survey, such as may have been 
made by the noble Frenchman who, in 
1741, was entering the Colony to make it 
his future home. It was natural that the 
newly consecrated Bishop, Henri-Marie 
Dubreil de Pontbriand, should take a 
deep interest in every thing that regarded 
a country for which, like the Good Shep- 
herd, he would lay down his very life. 

It was in the last days of August, that 
the ship bearing the noble Prelate was 
hailed from the citadel ; and soon ,U)e glad 
tidings spread that a Bishop was on board. 
For many years past, the widowedChurch 
of Canada had looked in vain for the plen- 
itude of her authority, and consequently 
of her peace and strength, in the presence 
of her lawful Head. 

Count Henri de Pontbriand was wor- 
thy to be the successor of the illustrious 
de Laval and deSt. Yalier. In him, France 
was bestowing the last mitred pastor she 
would furnish to that Colony which relig- 
ion, more than her own policy, had .found- 
ed, guarded, and fostered ; and from which, 
in less than twenty years from our present 
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date, her sceptre would pass away, almost 
without an effort on her part to retain it. 
But the joy-bells tell not the secret of com- 
ing years; and neither Prelate nor people 
foresaw the momentous events which the 
future held in store for them; events 
which would fill the cup of woe for many 
a smiling household, now only expectant 
of growing prosperity ; and drench with 
anguish the paternal heart of the zealous 
Pontitf during the last years of his gen- 
erous labors for the good of his people. 

At t|ys moment, however, all was peace 
and security. The new Bishop, wilh a 
light heart at the happy termination of a 
long sea- voyage, sets foot on shore. The 
Marquis de Beauharnais, at the head of 
the principal Officers of government and 
the chief citizens of Quebec, has given the 
right hand of welcome to the noble Pre- 
late; complimentary addresses have been 
made ; the capitulary Yicars, (de Miniac 
and Hazeur,) surrounded by the clergy, 
have presented their homage and their 
felicitations. All has been cordiality, grat- 
itude to Heaven, mutual good wishes and 
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mutual delight. The Ursulines of Quebec 
shared the public rejoicings in no com- 
mon degree. To their just appreciation" 
of their pastor’s nSerits on this first inter- 
view, they soon had occasion to add 
their gratitude for the many instances of 
his paternal interest in their welfare. 

The Marquis de Beauharnais had gov- 
erned the colony for the last fifteen years, 
and might well rejoice in the progress 
that had been made during his adminis- 
tration. All along the banks of the St. 
Lawrence, through more than a hundred 
parishes, he could point to thriving farms 
stocked with cattle, set with fruit-trees, 
and yielding fine harvests of grain, veg- 
etables, and all the productions required 
for living comfortably Within the snug 
cottage, the pleasant farm-house, and the 
Seigniorial manor, the busy wheel and 
industrious loom gave employment to 
female hands, supplying the household 
with clothing according to the season. 
Mines of copper and lead had been dis- 
covered along the lakes ; the Iron Foundry 
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of St. Maurice’ 1 had called the hidden 
metal from its ore, and now furnished im- 
plements of husbandry and cutlery for 
which the people had hitherto been de- 
pendent on France. The exports of Ca- 
nada were no longer confined to peltry, 
but included the surplus products of the 
country, to which might be added the 
important resource of ship-building. 

The good Bishop had reason to be 
equally satisfied with the religious aspect 
of his diocese, as far as Canada was con- 
cerned. Thirteen establishments of edu- 
cation, or of charity, published the zeal of 
his predecessors, and gave evidence of the 
spirit in which the Colony had been 
founded. In Quebec, science and letters 
had long been cultivated at the college 
of the Jesuits and at the Seminary of 
Bishop Laval. Montreal had the fine 
Seminary of the Sulpicians, to diffuse the 
blessings of learning and piety among its 
3000 inhabitants. 

As to the extent of the diocese and the 

1 Near Three-Rivers. 



Digitized by Google 





magnitudeof the ’p'astdr^ . ' 

period, #«;tnust remember that nAt ^iil^ 

/• ; . the valley of the St. Lawrence andthe 
>V- regions of the North and the 

the vast tiacts watered by the Mississippi 
and its Stanches, were under the spiritual . 
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4 # 1 Nova>Scotia. 
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over these the pastoral solicitude of the 
Bishop would be exerted. The indefati- 
gable missionaries continued their ardu- 
ous labors, amid the innumerable obsta- 
cles presented by the roving life of our 
American aborigines. Sad to say, new 
obstacles had been put to their conver- 
sion : new vices had been awakened in 
these poor children of the forests, by the 
conduct of those vagrant hunters, les cou - 
reurs de bois, 1 who, trafficking in fur and 
ardent spirits, might well be called the 
missionaries of evil. Their lives and prac- 
tices fully exemplified a saying of our 
venerable Mother Mary of the Incarna- 
tion, that “ without the restraints of reli- 
gion, a Frenchman would soon lay aside 
those of civilization and become worse 
than a savage.” 

Such then — in a few words — was the 

1 This roving life had such attractions that laws 
had to be made to prevent the absence of so many 
young Frenchmen from the Colony. No fewer than 
800* were, at one time, thus absent without leave. — 

Hist. o/Can. 
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aspect of this vast country, confided for 
its spiritual wants to the care of Bishop 
de Pontbriand, in 1741 ; such had it be- 
come in the space of a century, counting 
from that feeble commencement, that 
weak infancy in which it appeared when 
our Venerable Mother, with her. heroic 
companions, first set foot upon its soil. 

The expiration* of another century 
[1839] will present a still greater contrast ; 
yet we shall see that through all its vicissi- 
tudes and through all its trials, from with- 
in or from without, Canada has, thus far, 
been “a country especially guarded by 
Divine Providence. 1 ” 

1 Words of Yen. Mere Marie de l’Incarnation. 
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CHAPTER tt 



THE URSULINES IN 1739. 

MOTHER AMIOt OF THE CONCEPTION. 

GOLDEN JUBILEES. 

Be visiting the cloister, where, in 1739, 
Rev. Mother Migeon of the Nativity oc- 
cupies the first place, in a Community of 
fifty one 1 nuns, we naturally enquire 
who are the “ ancients for to them, as 
to the “ Elders of the people,” we look for 
the preservation of the chain of tradition. 
To them it belongs to keep alive the 
primitive spirit of the foundresses, and 
to transmit the same, unchanged, to suc- 
ceeding generations. 

Five worthy Mothers whose ages range 
from sixty-six to seventy-seven — all of 
whom have made the Monastery their 

1 37 choir nuns and 14 lay-sisters. See Glimpses, 
Part II, p. 243, Ac. 
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home for the last half century — are in- 
troduced to us in answer to our demand, 
as follows : — 

Mother Madeleine Amiot of the Con- 
ception. 

Mother Louise-Rose de Lanahdiere of 
St. Catherine. 

Mother Marie- Anne* Robineau of the 
Holy Trinity. 

Mother Marie Madeleine Drouard of St. 
Michel* Assistant. 

Mother Marie-Jeanne Chorel of St. 
Ursula. 

The name of Mother Amiot of the 
Conception carries us far back into the 
preceding century .—She entered the Con- 
vent (1677) only five years after the de- 
cease of our Yen. Mother Mary of the 
Incarnation ; and when her own death 
occurred in 1747, she had seen seventy 
summers within the cloister. She had 
lived twenty-four years with Mother St. 
Ignatius, (Miss Charlotte Barre,) eighteen 
with that first Parisian Superior, Mother 
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St. Athanasius ; and forty with Rev. 
Mother Le Maire des Anges. 

She is named among the foundresses 
of the Ursulines of Three Rivers; and 
during her long career of usefulness here 
in Quebec, she was called, at various 
times, to fill the most laborious as well as 
the highest offices. 

Let us, dear reader, rest a few moments 
in the company of this venerated Mother 
Amiot of the Conception, who has spent 
the greater part of her days in the shadow 
of the sanctuary, and see what her ex- 
ample will teach us. 

Our Annals picture her in the fresh- 
ness of “ sweet thirteen,” an only child, 
led by her fond mother into the midst of 
those brilliant circles of pleasure which 
constituted the fashionable world of 
Quebec at that time ; yet despising the 
vain show and rejecting the allurements 
of society as an unworthy slavery, while 
as yet her inexperience could not have 
fathomed the void, nor suspected the 
dangers of the cup that was presented 
her. 
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Permitted, at her earnest request, to re- 
enter the Convent as boarder, her in- 
stinctive disgust for the world serves as 
a preparation for the grace of a special 
attraction for the things of God ; and be- 
fore the completion of her fifteenth year, 
she has obtained for her portion the lib- 
erty of the servants of Jesus Christ, the 
privilege to adopt his Cross as her only 
inheritance. 

From the day she is clothed with the 
livery of the Spouse of Christ ta that later 
period when she wears lightly the burthen 
of her fourscore years, she sheds around 
her the sweet odor of edification, the bright 
and shining example of every virtue. 

Need we follow her from year to year 
through the various labors assigned her 
in the house of God ? Here all offices 
are of the same value when their duties 
are fulfilled with equal perfection : her 
talents fitted her for all* and her piety 
rendered all sweet and profitable to her- 
self and to the Community. 

Now we behold her as the special ad- 
vocate of the devotion to the Sacred Heart 

* 
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of Jesus, winning souls to love Him by 
words of burning zeal, while she writes 
out the billets of the Association and ins- 
cribes the long Register of names from 
the time it is opened [1700] to her dying 
day ; now, with what alacrity she occupies 
herself in adorning the Altar dedicated to 
that sweet mystery ! or, passing to the 
Chapel of Saints, even in the severest of 
the wintry season, she decorates, with 
filial care, the shrine of Our Lady of Great 
Power. 

Now, become the most aged in the 
community, we find her working with 
her needle as deftly as at the age 
of fifteen, fitting in the shades of silk, 
as if with colors from the nicest paint- 
er’s palette ; or wreathing, for some 
country church, leaves and flowers into 
such tasteful sprays as could be sur- 
passed only by nature herself. Then, 
the younger nuns press around her, won 
as much by her grace and affability, as 
by her exquisite skill. How often, while 
guiding their willing fingers to round the 
opening moss rose, or spread the dazzling 
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petals of the lily, would the good Mother 
describe the Church of Madame de la 
Peltrie, and the altars once decorated by 
Mother Mary of the Incarnation, relating 
many an unwritten trait of those u good 
old times.” How often would she express 
her deep conviction of the heroic sanctity 
of the venerable Mother, adding an ardent 
wish to see her name on the list of canon- 
ized Saints. That was, indeed, the fre- 
quent subject of her conversations with 
her Sisters, and the unvarying object of 
her prayers. “ The zeal and the talents of 
Mother Amiot of the Conception, would 
have rendered her a fit instrument in 
promoting the cause of the canonization, 
had the times been more propitious for 
such an undertaking .” 1 

In concluding her Obituary, the Annal- 
ist remarks : “Although our dear Mother 
Mary of the Conception was eighty five 
years old, she had none of the usual in- 
firmities of that advanced age. We had 
hoped to preserve her among us a few 

1 Letter of Mother St. Helen. 
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years longer, but she was ripe for heaven. 
Our Blessed Lord, whom she had so often 
crowned with flowers in the Sacrament 
of his love, wished to crown her with 
glory in his kingdom.” 

Have our readers recognized in Mother 
de Lanaudiere of St. Catherine, one of the 
two novices who commenced their career 
after the second restoration of the Monas- 
tery, by taking the veil in that temporary 
chapel beneath the community-Hall in 
1688 ? 1 Mother St. Catherine, and Mother 
Robineau of the Trinity have yet to cele- 
brate their G-olden Jubilee, and to live to 
see the 76th year of their age, bearing 
cheerfully their share of the yoke of the 
Lord during the whole course of their 
long pilgrimage. 

Mother Drouard of St. Michel prolongs 
her vigorous existence to the age of eighty- 
two, completing her 67th year in religion. 
Having obeyed the call of Heaven at the 
age of fourteen, she corresponded to this 
first grace, and after living the life of a 

1 See Glimpses, Part 11, p. 46. 
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good and holy religious she dies with all 
the marks of predestination, in 1756. 

Mother Chorel of St. Ursula [1674-1745] 
meets us as one who walks constantly in 
the presence of God, her happy memory 
enriched with the maxims and the doings 
of the Saints : her tender piety is the sol- 
ace of long years of suffering and infirmity. 

Historical records enable us here 
to foretell that among the remaining 
thirty-two choir nuns in this Community 
of 1739, there are fifteen who will cele- 
brate their Golden Jubilee : of these, ten 
will see the 60th, and some the 70th 
anniversary of their religious profession. 
The three novices of the white veil, Sister 
Davanne of St. Louis de Gonzague, Sr. 
Eichard of St. Augustin, and Sr. Lagere 
of St. Gabriel are also candidates for the 
same honors. 

These festivals, dear reader, are, in the 
Monastery, the counterpart of the Golden 
Wedding in the world. They have not 
required the formalities of a special legis- 
lation. The heart alone has dictated the 
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programme; and the Golden Jubilee of 
a religious profession is wont to be cele- 
brated in a very joyous manner. 

The good nun who has to review the 
mercies, the blessings and graces of half 
a century, enters upon the exercises of a 
Retreat, eight days previous to the recur- 
ring anniversary. Measuring the much 
she has received with the little she has 
given, she will place herself at the foot of 
the Tabernacle, in a spirit of penitence 
and humility yet, over every other sen- 
timent will rise the burden of the Psal- 
mist’s song : “ What shall I render to my 
God for all his gifts to me ? ” Quid reiri - 
buam ! 

As to the part which all the other mem- 
bers of the Community take in these re- 
joicings, it is one of the most precious 
occasions for the manifestation of frater- 
nal charity. All is spontaneous, all is 
cordiality, sincere and unaffected, the im- 
personation of those glowing words : “ Be- 
hold how good and how pleasant it is to 
dwell together in unity ! *' 




CHAPTER III. 



PRIMITIVE TIMES AND MANNERS : 

CANADIAN SEIGNIORS. MISS ROBINEAU DE 
BECANCOURJ MISS DE BOUCHERVILLE. 

Associated with the names of our an- 
cient Mothers, there often rises a charming 
picture of the life and manners of those 
primitive times, of which the Canadian 
people are so justly proud. 

Thus in the group that has just en- 
gaged our attention, Mother Marie-Anne 
Robineau of the Trinity recalls to mind 
the stately manor and the wide domains 
which constituted the Baronies of Be- 
cancour and Portneuf. The seigniorial 
mansion and chapel of stone, bearing the 
insignia of nobility, were surrounded by 
all the buildings required for a large reti- 
nue of servants, horses, and equipages; 
there were besides the spacious farm yard, 
the parks, and the never-failing grist-mill. 
The worthy Baron enjoyed by royal pa- 
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tent, u the right of arms, heraldry honors, 
rank and precedence, like the other 
barons of the kingdom of France ; his 
vassals,” &c., yet, with his high preroga- 
tives, the aged Seignior led a life which the 
historian Charlevoix, when receiving hos- 
pitality at the manor, likened to that of 
“the ancient patriarchs, sharing the labors 
of agriculture with his vassals, and living 
as frugally as they.” 

Perhaps the absence of his daughter 
had diminished the gayety of the house- 
hold, for according to our traditions, 
Mother Robineau of the Trinity, during 
the three years she had passed under the 
paternal roof, had been afforded an ample 
share of amusements, dress, dancing, and 
the usual round of fashionable pastimes- 
The souvenir of these gay soirees, which 
she used to call gay follies, was not of a 
nature to inspire her with regret ; she 
could only despise the tyranny of custom 
which could induce people to “ pass the 
whole night in bowing and courtesying 
— as in the ancient minuet— in the midst 
of a brilliantly illuminated hall ” 



Digitized by Google 




22 GLIMPSES OF THE MONASTERY. 

Her own memory has come down to 
us with far sweeter associations. Mother 
Anne of the Trinity, in the Monastery, was 
the personification of fervent piety. When 
we read that “during forty years she re- 
tained, at her own request, the office of 
ringing the bell to awaken theCommunity 
at four o’clock,” we feel that we need not 
pursue her Notice further to know “ what 
spirit she was of.” 

Let us bring before us next, another 
picture of the olden times, in the family 
of our ancient and venerated Mother 
Genevieve Boucher de Boucherville, in 
religion, Mother St. Pierre. 

Here we find something more intimate 
to contemplate ; it is the secret intentions, 
the very heart of the ancient Gov- 
ernor of Three Rivers, the Honorablo 
Pierre Boucher, who seems to us one of 
tlie noblest types of the Christian gentle- 
man. For his probity and disinterested- 
ness, his valor and merit, he had been 
endowed by the French monarch with 
titles of nobility, and a grant of an irapor- 
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tant tract of land along the St. Lawrence. 
The question with this dignitary, who 
was the father of a large family, was 
whether to remain in Three Rivers or to 
go and settle on his lands. 

The project has been meditated at 
leisure and the motives for adopting it 
are written down. The questions were 
not : “ How many thousands of dollars 
will this speculation bring me ? Are the 
risks balanced by the probabilities of suc- 
cess?” nor any of the usual calculations 
in similar circumstances. We read — and 
feel instructed as we read— as follows : — 

“ I have determined to settle my lands 
of Boucherville for the following reasons; 
and I Write them in order nevef to forget 
the motives that have influenced my de- 
termination, and the engagements to 
which I pledge myself. 

“ 1 wish also my successors to know my 
intentions and fulfil them, unless indeed 
they can do more for the glory of God. 

“1° It is in order that there may be a place 
where the inhabitants, living in peace and 
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harmony, may serve God sincerely, with- 
out fear of being troubled or molested. 

“ 2 Q That I may live more retired from 
the world and its vain amusements, which 
only make us forget God ; and thus more 
conveniently labor to assure my own sal- 
vation and that of my family. 

“ 3° That I may by the most lawful means, 
increase my riches, provide for my family, 
and procure for my children a good and 
virtuous education, befitting the state of 
life which they may embrace. 

44 4° The land being mine y I think it my 
duty to go and settle it, as a means of 

being useful to society. 

* 

44 5° In order to have the means of doing 
more good to my neighbor, and aiding 
those who are in want than I am able to 
do in my present position [Gov. of T. R.J, 
where my revenue is insufficient for the 
goods works I wish to perform. 

44 For the success of my undertaking, I 
place my trust in God, begging his faith- 
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